STAT8801, January 25, 2012

Student Self-Assessment Case Study (Example)

A University administrator in one of the professional schools is studying student self-assessment
to see if it is an acceptable way to demonstrate that students have obtained mastered cer-
tain skills and knowledge. If so, faculty would not to assign grades for these aspects of the
curriculum.

She has collected both student self-assessment and faculty assessment for 60 students.
Each student was assessed in four categories, on an A-F scale (5 levels), making for eight data
points for each student, four from the self-assessment and four from their professor. Student
participation was optional, but approximately 75% of the students participated. There were
six faculty members that did the assessment; each assessed ten different students. The
administrator wants to know if the student self-assessments are accurate, using the faculty
assessment as a true measure of student skill and knowledge.

Questions for consideration: What do you think about this study? Do you see any
problems with it that might make it difficult for her to reach the conclusion she wants to
reach? What questions would you like to ask to get more information? Brainstorm possible
ways of displaying and analyzing the data. Consider simple methods as well as sophisticated
ones. Describe some of your ideas in your presentation/report.

Groups: Here are the groups that will work together on this case. The first student on each
list will present the group’s findings and should also organize group meetings. The groups
should get together in the coming week and consider the case.

Presenting groups: On Friday, the presenter will have 12 minutes of class time to say
what the team thought about the problem. To ease switching between groups, we will use
my computer for all presenters, so if you choose to make a digital presentation, please email
the slides to me by 2pm, or bring them on a thumb drive and arrive five minutes early. PDF
format is preferred.

Written report groups: Please email your report to me (PDF format preferred) by 2pm
on Friday so I can make copies for the class. Your report should be at least one page long,
but no more than two pages.



